Nehemiah 2. Ask. Paper Service:

Four hundred and fifty years before Jesus, Jerusalem in ruins. The temple has been built but,
the city and the people are humiliated and oppressed by the surrounding people. Instead of
(read) Psalm 48:1-3, they are in disgrace. The walls are broken down, there are no boundaries.
No protection, so any wealth is at risk from others helping themselves. But more importantly,
their faith is at risk from, with a lack of understanding of the truth about God, and his law,
which is for the fulness of life. Other seemingly plausible ideas undermine their whole-
hearted commitment to God and his Word.

Last week we mentioned 1 Corinthians 10:11. ‘These things happened to them as examples
and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come.’

There is a parallel with our age? The ‘walls’ of the church, and perhaps our individual lives are
broken down. We are in ‘poverty’ in comparison to past glory years, we represent a tiny
fraction of the people. We are struggling to grasp the truth of God and His plans and purposes
for us. The truth of God and his word is being constantly undermined by alternative ideas. We
are in danger of being —read Ephesians 4:14.

God wants his church to become mature, and he invites and he uses Nehemiah, and us, if we
will respond, to participate in this building. Read Ephesians 4:11-14.

So what can we learn?

1. Nehemiah Prays.

Nehemiah has done the ground work. He has prayed and fasted for 4 months in the lead up
to this moment before the king. He has been persistent in prayer and patient for the
opportunity. When it comes, he prays an arrow prayer, risks his life and speaks.

Why a risk? To be sad in the king’s presence, gave the impression of dissatisfaction with the
king — it was treated as treason. And, it sought a change in the Artaxerxes’ former edict. Re-
building the walls had been attempted a few years before, but a series of letters from the
surrounding objectors had resulted in this same king (Ezra 4) ordering the work to stop — now
Nehemiah was going to ask the king to change his mind! Many things can’t be fixed, but God
does the impossible!

Nehemiah responds to the king with honesty about why he’s sad. Nehemiah is polite, he
shows respect — read 1 Peter 3:14-16. Nehemiah was prepared — he’d thought through what
he would say if asked. Hence the detailed response to ‘how long?’ and ‘what’s needed?’

2. Nehemiah makes the most of the opportunity.

As Esther did. Esther, the Jewish orphan, who became Queen to Artaxerxes’ father! Esther
was challenged by her uncle and guardian that, ‘for such a time as this’ she had come to
power. She risked her life, knowing the previous queen had been dethroned for a failure of
respect and etiquette, and she approached the king without an invitation, to save her people.

Nehemiah makes the most of the opportunity. As others before him and since, including Jesus
and Paul did, and as we’re invited to — read Colossians 5:5-6



3. Nehemiah asks boldly!
He asks for an overturning of the previous edict and that he might be sent himself to put
things right.

4. Nehemiah uses testimony — he tells his story —and God’s story:
He tells the king the story of his ancestors, and the people the story of how the king granted
his mandate. And Nehemiah points to God, see verses 8 and 18.

5. Nehemiah has authority.

Nehemiah’s trump card is not his mandate from the king, but his authority from God see verse
20. He dismisses the enemies — their past, present and future, right to Jerusalem and its
prosperity. And that there is acceptance of his plan from such a ragtag bunch of people is as
miraculous as the ‘yes’ from Artaxerxes.

Can we make the best of every opportunity...

Will we offer up prayer? In Alpha on Monday, we were reminded of Archbishop William
Temple comment, “When | pray, coincidences happen. When | don't, they don't.”

Will we tell our story and God’s story in confidence that ‘The God of heaven will give us
success.” (:20)?

We are now citizens of Zion, children of Abraham, because of Jesus, and we are therefore,
inheritors of the heavenly city — the great city, the dwelling place of God, and the joy of the
whole earth. This city is now glimpsed in the glory of the church and in us. We are the temples
of the Holy Spirit, being built into a Holy temple of the Lord (see 1 Corinthians 6:19, and 1
Peter 2:5).

If God be for us, who can be against us. One with God has always been a majority. Like
Nehemiah the former waiter, turned builder and leader of God’s people, we are challenged
to rebuild the ‘walls’ of our lives and our church — seeing lives transformed and the
transforming of our communities and world.



